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through all the blitzes. The cabbies sat at the coffee counter
inside, under the signed photograph of their patron saint
and earlier benefactor, explorer Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton.
Twelve of these men had stayed on call at every hour
of every Nazi attack. Three of their number had been
killed as their cabs careered through the roaring streets.
Each cab had been smashed time and again, and always
repaired through contributions from thankful Londoners.
" Lord Stamp was one of our honorary members/' the
cabby told us as he drove to the Dorchester. " He was hit,
poor'man, as he stood in his doorway. I let him out of
this cab/5
I wanted to have a visit with Ernest Bevin, Britain's
Minister of Labour, who used to be talked about so often
as Churchill's successor if anything happened to the Prime
Minister* Ebby Edwards, leader of the Miners' Federation
of Great Britain had been very kind to me on an introduc-
tion from John L. Lewis, and when I spoke to him about
Bevin, he gave me a note to the Minister.
I presented the note at Parliament and saw Beyin there.
I didn't have very much of a discussion with him and I
certainly wasn't able to absorb from this a very clear picture
of what is on English labour's mind. Beyond the fact that
he wore a souvenir ring which he bought at the San
Francisco Exposition in 1915,1 was more or less at a loss for
tangible facts when we parted. So you see how it was. But
this much is certain : Bevin and the whole Labour group
I saw in London had one basic formula. It is to win the war
and then not mollycoddle Germany afterward.
There is no mistaking their basic position. It is British
labour's solemn conviction that Germany must never be
permitted to do this thing again, no matter what it took to
assure that. You can call it full dismemberment of Ger-
many, you can call it policing or anything you wish, but the
fact is that Germany must never be a strong nation again.
That's the way British labour feels, right down to the roots.
If this seems visionary under the circumstances of the way
the war is going, it is, nevertheless, labour's view and labour's
attitude towards England's war aims.
This is the position not only of all the Labour people.